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XI. Difcoveries made in the Weflern Country, by General 

PARSONS. 

Middletsivn in Conne£iicutj 05lober 2, 1786. 
S I R, 

THE frequent publications I have lately feen of ac- 
counts, faid to have been given by me of my difco/- 
eries in the Weftern Country, many of them mifreprefented, 
and fome of them totally without foundation, induces me 
to execute a purpofe I had long fince entertained, of com- 
municating to the Society for promoting Arts and Sciences 
inyourftate, fuch obfervations as occurred to me in my jour- 
ney into that country, and the difcoveries thiere made. It 
appears to me of confequence, that information of faflrsj 
which may tend to throw light upon any inquiries in the 
natural world, fhould be given to fome literary fociety, 
where all fa6ts and obfervations, being carefully compared, 
our reafoning on the fubje<5t may be with more certainty ; 
and old principles confirmed, or new hypothefes eftablifhed 
with more accuracy. 

I Jeft the fettled parts of Pennfylvania the latter part of 
Oftober laft : and not to mention the large limeftone fprings 
frequently to be found in the county of Cumberland, fuf- 
fijcient to turn mills within a few rods of their ifluing from 
the ground, and other curiofities I never faw before ; about 
the 25th of that month, I paflsd the Allegany mountains, in 
the old Pennfylvania road. The afcent of about three miles 
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is gradual and eafy. On the fummit is a large extent of 
land comparatively plain. It is about eight miles from the 
top of the mount on the eaft, to the beginning of the de- 
fcent on the weft ; whence to the level on that fide is about 
two miles and a half. This extent contains almoft all foils 
and defcriptions of land ; from the fandy pitch pine barrens 
and flony heath, vv'here there is no apparent moifture j to 
as line ploughland and luxuriant pafture and mowing, as I 
had before feen. On this mount are feveral mill ftreams, 
and fprings of excellent water. It is obfervable, that the af- 
cent of all thofe hills and mountains from the eaft, is great- 
er than the defcent on the weft : and from the extenfivs 
grand view on the top of the mount, from which the coun- 
try on the weft and on the eaft is feen to a great diftance^ it 
is clearly difcovercd that the level of the country on the 
weft, is vaftly higher than the level on the eaft of the moun- 
tains. I had no inftruments to determine the difference of 
thofe levels ; but the fact is eafily difcerned by the eye. In 
travelling to this place, I obferved the ftones were pitched 
in the earth inclining to the horizon in angles of 30° or 40° ; 
very few if any lay horizontally ; and in general in a direc- 
tion from the N. E. to the S. W : which is a circumftance 
I do not remember to have found on the weft of that ridge 
of mountains. 

I arrived at Pittfourgh the 30th, three hundred and twen- 
ty miles from Philadelphia. This is a place conveniently 
fituated for carrying on the interiour commerce of that 
country. It ftands on a point at the conjunflion of the 

Allegany 
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Allegany river (which extends about two hundred miles 
N. E. from this place) and the Monongahelaj which in its 
meanders waters a country fouth eaftward about three hun- 
dred miles. From this point begins the river Oliio, which 
after running in its ferpentine courfe, more than eleven 
hundred and eighty miles, and receiving in its progrefs ma- 
ny large rivers from the eaft, and from the weft, falls into 
the Miffifippi in about Lat. 36° 40'. At Bedford, on my 
road to this place, I was informed by Col. Wood, of many 
curious difcoveries lately made in the Weft Country : among 
others, that, in digging a cellar at a place called JVheeling, 
ninety feven miles down the Ohio, at feveral feet depth in 
the earth, was difcovered a ftone wall laid in lirde. I ar- 
rived at Wheeling the 3d of November, and made ftrift in- 
quiry into this account ; and Vv'as informed by Mr. Zanes, 
an intelligent, fenfible man, and one of the legiflature of 
Virginia, that in digging for a cellar, not far from that 
place, had been diicovered a wall fome feet under the earth, 
very regularly laid up, apparently the work of art ; but he 
knew nothing of the circumftance related of its being ce- 
mented with lime. From this, on the fourth, I went to 
Grave Creek, twelve miles down the river. Here is a 
mound of earth, plainly the w^ork of mens' hands, called an 
Indian grave- It is of a conical form, in height about 
eighty feet. It afcends in an angle of about 45°. The di- 
ameter at the top is about lixty feet, the raa.fgin encloiing a 
regular concave, funk about four feet in the centre. Near 
the top ftands an oak, about three feet in diameter. I did 

Q ,not 
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not open this grave, but proceeded down the river about fix- 
ty miles to the mouth of the Mufkingum : near this river 
are the remains of an ancient fortrefs ; a plan of which I 
find has been tranfmitted you by Prefident Stiles. As this 
is the fame I furniflied him, it will be needlefs to attempt 
a more particular defcription of it. On the ruins of this 
work, has grown a white oak, now more than three feet di- 
ameter, which has an appearance of having fprung from 
the decays of a tree in the fame place. This however, is con- 
jedtural, there not being fo great evidence, as to render the 
fa61: certain. 

After two days fpent here, I proceeded on my journey a- 
bout three hundred and eighty miles, without any extraor- 
dinary difcoveries, to the great Miami. At the great Ko- 
nahway and fandry other places, we found Indian graves 
fimilar to, but not as large as that at Grave Creek. Find- 
ing that the bones of a large animal had httn diicovered 
about thirty two miles from this ftation, curiofity led iis to 
make fearch for them. Accordingly an excurfion was made 
to the Big Bone Lick, the place where thole bones were 
found. This place is a i^efort of all fpecies of beafts in that 
country. A ftream of brackifh water runs through the land, 
which is a foft clay. About twenty acres are almoft clear 
of trees, and are furrounded by higher lands. Kt this place 
were found, fome on the fiirface, and fome at a depth of four 
feet and more in the ground, the bones of the animal. An 
entire Ikeleton we did not find, but of different parts we 
brought oif about four hundred pounds. A thigh bone 

entire 
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entire meafiired forty nine inches in length. Parts of fev- 
eral jaw bones were found, but not an entire one. Some 
teeth were found in, and fome out of the jaw, one of which 
I herewith fend you. Part of a tuik we alfo had : two of 
the teeth 1 brought home j one, the correfponding tooth of 
the oppofite jaw, is at Yale College : the other bone we 
boxed and left at Pittfburgh. Of this animal the natives have 
no tradition, but that which is fo fabulous, that no conjec- 
ture can be aided by it ; unlefs it be, that the animal was 
a carniverous one. It is obfervable, that the bones of this 
animal are only found near fait licks, and in low foft 
grounds. 

In my progrefs further down the Ohio to the Rapids, 
nothing occurred worth communicating to your fociety; 
imlefs the petrifaiSlions at the Rapids, and in fundry other 
places near the river, may be an obje6l of attention. That 
elementary water does not poffefs this quality, I fuppofe to 
be an opinion too clear, to admit of objection. The great- 
eft quantity of petrifa6lions, I faw, were at the falls. I was 
there when the waters were low, and the flat (tones which 
extended acrofs the river, and over which the waters gene- 
rally flow, were bare, on both fides the river, as much as one 
fifth of a mile on each fide. On the S. E. fide, I obferved 
no petrifa6lions. On the N. W. fide, they v/ere in great 
plenty, of almofl: every kind of vegetable produflion j and 
in every ftage of the procefs, from their native ftate, to a 
perfe6tftone. Hornets' and birds' nefts, nuts, roots, branch- 
es of trees, leaves, bones. &c. &c. were in great abund- 
ance. 
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ance. They appear at firft, by accident, to be left refting oil 
the ftones ; and the water exuding from the adjoining bank, 
falls gently on the flones j and glides almoft imperceptibly 
over them, and brings with it fome adhelive quality, which 
flightly fixes the reiling body to the ftone on which it lies j 
and an external incruftation is firfi; formed around the bo- 
dy j whence the petrifadion is continued, till the whole 
rnafs becomes a perfect fl:one, retaining fully its original 
ihape. It is evident, that the flone, on which thefe petrifi- 
ed vegetables are formed, is alfo a vegetable ; and grows up 
about the refting body, until in fome inftances the flone per- 
fciftly covers it. We were obliged in many inllances to 
make ufs of picks, to break the ftone or rock to a depth of 
feveral inches, to fever the petrified body from it. Whether 
the matter poil'efling this petrifying quality is known, or 
can be difcovered, and feparated from other earth, fo as to 
become ufeful as a cement or otherwiie, I will not pretend 
to affert. 

In this country I was informed, that pieces of earthen 
ware, the common utenfils of a family, are often dug out 
of the earth, fome feet under the furfacej and at Mufkin- 
gum, in digging the trenches for their pickets, a number 
of pieces and one entire brick, were found buried two or 
three feet deep. Not thinking it proper to open the mounds 
of earth, fuppofed to contain the bones of the dead, whilfl 
the Indians v/ere in treaty with us ; I defired the command- 
ing officer, to open them at the Miami, after the Indians had 
gone J and alfo left the fame requeft at Muikingum, with an 

officer 
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officer of learning, and great curiofity in his obfervations in 
the natural world : and to inform me of their difcoveries j 
extracts of whofe letters I herewith fend you. The Indians 
have no tradition what nation ever buried their dead in the 
manner we difcovered them. The trees on the Indian graves 
and ancient fortifications (of which there are great numbers 
in that country) appear to be coeval with the adjoining 
forefts. On the whole, I am of opinion, that country has 
been thickly peopled, by men to whom the neceffary arts 
were known in a much greater degree than to the prefent 
native Indians of that region : but I am tranfgreffing my 
own fyftem, and fhall return to fa6is only, and let others 
form hypothefes. Among the Indian nations in general, I 
find an appearance of a radical fimilarity in language ; but 
this is not univerfally true j the Huron, or Wyandot lan- 
guage, having no affinity to the Shawanefe, Delawares, and 
other nations. I do not remember to have heard a fingle 
word in that language, which had the leaft affinity, in 
found, with the words in other languages, expreffive of the 
fame idea. A few examples follow : 

Shawanefe. Delawares. Wyandots. 



Bear 


Mauquah 


Mough 


Un-yeu-ech 


Water 


Nip-peh 


Beh 


San-doos-tea 


Snake 


Mon-na-too 


Aukook 


Kun-gun-fee 


Deer 


Seck-thee 


Au-tooh 


Ske-nua-took 


Nofe 


O-chau-fee 


V7e-ke-un 


A-yonh-joh 


Eye 


Ske-fa-coo 


Wus-kingd 


Yau-pe-dah. 



Among the tribes, there are as characleriftick diftinflions 
in features, fizc, and compIexioHj as between the French, 

Dutch, 
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Dutch, Englifh, and other European nations ; and no fmall 
difference in their manners and habits. The ShawaneCe are 
generally of a fmall fize, rather elegant in their features, 
and a very cheerful and crafty people. Counfelling among 
their old people, and dancing among their young men and 
women, take up a great part of their time. The Delaivares, 
on the contrary, are a flout, robuft people; have little of 
the vivacity of the ^haivanefe, and are more grave in their 
manners. They all agree in a firm belief of a fupreme 
good fpirit ; and alfo in the exiftence of evil fpirits ; one 
the author of all good, and the other the caufe of all evil : 
and alfo in a ftate of future exiftence. 

I could not fatisfy myfelf that there was among them any 
fct worlhip paid to the Deity : except in fome nations, once^ 
and in others tivice, in a year, a national feaft was provided, 
to which the tribe is convened ; and the chief, before they 
eat, makes a fpeech to them, in which the duties they owe 
to the Supreme Being, and to one another, are explained j 
at the clofe of their repaft, he exhorts them to the praftice 
of thofe duties ; and the whole is ended vi^ith a folemn 
dance. 

The cuftoms prevailing in fome of the tribes, bear an 
affinity to the cuftoms prevailing among the Jews (perhaps 
the fame, or nearly might have been pra6lifed in early times 
by other eaftern nations.) Women in travail are removed 
from the refidence of the family to a hut provided at a dif- 
tance : when delivered, their food is carried to them, and 
depofited near their door, for a number of days. The par- 
ticular 
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ticular number, I find, I have not entered in my journal. Af- 
ter a certain number of days are ended (during which the 
wife is excluded from fociety) fhe returns home with her 
infant -, and at the end of forty five days, is covered iinder 
the fame blanket with the huiband. 

A woman, when her courfes are upon her, maintains a 
iilence, touches none of the family, eats by herfelf and retires. 
Divorces are voluntary : either party puts away, and 
takes another mate at pleafure ; but until the hufband or 
wife is put away, adultery is confidered as a high crime. 
Among the Ottoways^ it is puniQied, with biting off the nole 
of the woman. The children, on a divorce, are divided. 
Among fome nations, if the number is uneven, the mother 
takes the greatefl part. 

If any ufeful inquiries can be aided by any things I have 
tranfmitted you, my intentions will be fully anfyvfered. 
I am. Sir, 

with great Refpe£l, 

Your obedient Servant, 
SAMUEL H. PARSONS. 
Treftdent Willard. 

XII. Barometrical Obfervations and Remarks, made during a 
Tour to Lake Champlain, by JAMES WINTHROP, Efq. 

F. A. A. 

THE barometer, ufed in thefe obfervations, was prepar- 
ed each time ; the mercury being difcharged after 
every obfervation, for the convenience of tranfportatioa. 
As, in common barometers, the fcale of inches is ndjufted 

to 



